American University in Cairo


Professor Mustapha K.Al-Sayyid

Fall 2008





Human Rights in the Arab World

  Course Outline

This course addresses the question of human rights in the Arab world from a multi-disciplinary perspective, emphasizing in particular both political and legal dimensions of this question. It targets Law and Political Science students with elementary as well as advanced knowledge of the Arab world.

Readings would be made available basically in English. Students who could read either Arabic or French would be guided to additional useful materials available in these two languages.

An important objective sought in this course is to enable students to understand the complexity of the human rights situation in the Arab world, and to analyze it in a comparative and historical perspective, which highlights the importance of culture while recognizing relevance of other variables impacting this situation.

Another objective is to familiarize students with reliable sources that would be indispensable for any in-depth study of the human rights situation in the Arab world.

The importance of a sound and balanced understanding of the human rights situation in the Arab world cannot be exaggerated at a time when both world media and certain circles in the US claim that lack of democracy and respect of human rights in the Arab world is the major cause of international terrorism. The promotion of democracy and respect for human rights in Arab countries has become even, presumably a major goal of foreign policies of the US, G.8. On the other hand, there is no doubt that Arab countries are lagging behind other regions of the world in terms of what has been described in the literature as “transition from authoritarianism”. This situation is used to justify pressures exercised on different Arab governments to compel them to introduce changes in their domestic and foreign policies. This also takes place at a time when fundamental rights of Arab peoples, particularly in Palestine and Iraq are violated with no effective way of redressing such violations.

Major themes discussed in the course:

I-The notion of an Arab concept of human rights:

What is the value of regional instruments of human rights?. Analysis of  the Arab Charter of Human Rights approved by the Council of the Arab League particularly in relation to both the universal instruments of human rights and the African Charter of Human  and Peoples Rights.

Discussion of this notion would provide an occasion to delve into the debate on universalism versus cultural specificity of human rights.

II- The situation of Civil and Political Rights in Arab countries:

A general survey of the state of civil and political rights in Arab countries would set the stage for a more focused examination of problems surrounding the exercise of specific civil and political rights, including:

i- Freedom of conscience and religion and the notion of apostasy in Islamic Shari’a,

ii- Freedom of expression: examination of legal aspects of the cases of Nasr Hamed Abou Zeid and Yusuf Shahein,

iii- Women rights in Islam and in the universal instruments,

iv-Minority rights in Arab countries: specific cases of Kurds, Southern Sudanese and other minorities.

III- The state of economic , social and cultural rights:

A comparison of divergent situations with respect to the exercise of these rights in different categories of Arab countries, namely those who used to export their manpower and those who used to import labor would also pave the way for an in-depth analysis of the state of protection of labor rights, especially those included in the international labor conventions concluded within the International Labor Organization, such as freedom of collective bargaining and of association. Cases related to these rights drawn from the recent experiences of several Arab countries would offer an opportunity to grasp the diversity of socio-economic situations in the Arab world and their impact on the exercise of these rights.

IV- Peoples Rights in Arab countries:

Arab views on certain “ peoples rights” would be examined  with respect to rights to self-determination and to development. Students should examine the definition of

“ People” and “ Minority” and suggest conditions under which the right to self-determination could be exercised and the difficulties surrounding claims to the exercise this right. A most relevant  case in this context could be opposed claims of both the Moroccan government and Polisario with respect to the future of Western Sahara.

V-Methods of protection of human rights:

What are the formal and informal methods for the protection of human rights that are available to Arab citizens? How effective are these methods under the state of emergency which has endured for a long time in many Arab countries?.

VI- Human Rights Movements in the Arab world?

Is there a human rights movement in Arab countries? Is it one movement or many? What are the relationships between the Arab Organization for Human Rights and country-based  human rights organizations? What are the constituent parts of the human rights movement at the Pan-Arab level? How does such movement relate to the Arab inter-governmental organization, particularly the Arab League and its specialized agencies? How does it relate to international human rights organizations?. Finally, how effective has been this movement so far, and what are its future prospects? . Students would be called upon to study specific cases of such movements.

VII- Human rights in Arab countries and international politics:

Finally, the course would examine human rights policies adopted by major powers towards the Arab world , or particular countries in the Arab world. Policies of the USA, UK , France  and the European Union in particular would be examined in order to assess the relative importance of human rights considerations in the determination of their  foreign policies towards Arab countries, particularly towards Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Sudan , Libya ,  Algeria , Egypt and Palestinian Territories. The Arab perception of a “ double standard” on the part of these powers would be examined.

A special discussion will be devoted to the question of humanitarian intervention and its legal and political aspects.

VIII-Concluding observations: Implications of continued violations, their causes and future prospects.

Course organization:

This course stresses very much student participation and even their activism and initiative. Some guest speakers would be invited to address specific issues of the syllabus. Visits to certain human rights organizations are envisaged. A simulation of certain human rights’ situations will be undertaken in order to enhance understanding of both legal and political dimensions of the question of human rights in the Arab world.

Course requirements:

The course organization is guided by the participatory approach. Students’ involvement in discussions is an integral element of it. For this participation to be most fruitful, students are expected to acquaint themselves with class readings before hand. The readings are meant to stimulate a meaningful debate on the major issues raised in the syllabus. They are not intended to be memorized, but only to enable students to grasp the major arguments related to each of these issues. Students are expected to approach the readings with a critical mind, and to think of the counter arguments that could be possibly put to their authors.

Students would be expected to :

1- present a brief summary of the readings on the major eight theme of the course,

2- lead the discussion of one of the themes by undertaking a thorough review of the readings before the session in which a specific theme is to be discussed,

3- act as a discussant of one of the major eight themes, by commenting on the introduction to a theme by a fellow student and suggest questions for debate. 

4- write a term paper of fifteen single spaced paper (4500 words), using no less then fifteen sources. A list of proposed topics for the papers follows below. It is only a suggestive list, and students are free to choose other topics, if they so wish, after consultation with the professor. Papers must be fully documented, using whatever consistent method of bibliographical citation., and deal with both legal and political aspects of the issues under consideration, and must include a theoretical introduction to guide the analysis. Both the outline and a short summary of the papers should be discussed orally in class. Presentation of the short summary or any part of the paper would be a good occasion to debate central issues in the paper This is not expected to be a full presentation of the paper, but rather a brain-storming session in which the paper writer leads the discussion by offering his colleagues “food for thought”. The paper should include a theoretical discussion of its major theme, analysis of the situation with regard to a particular right in one or several Arab countries, and should conclude by suggesting ways of alleviating or even eliminating the specific human right violation. No paper should be limited to one country. Three Arab countries should be examined in any paper.

5- Write a comprehensive report on the course using class readings, discussions and any other readings.

6-  Participate actively in class discussions.

7- Undertake other brief assignments by the professor,

8- Be prepared eventually to demonstrate in a final exam. their full grasp of the major concepts and issues raised throughout the course. 

 Students’ performance in the course would be determined by both their written work as well as participation in class discussions.

Grade distribution:

Leading a discussion of a major theme in the course


10%

Acting as a discussant






 5%

Oral presentation of the paper





10%

Term paper








30%

Weekly reaction essay on the readings



10%

Final exam.








15%

Final report








10%


Attendance and participation





10%

Important dates:

Sunday September 21,

Fix date of your leader and discussant sessions Sunday  September 28

Define in writing topic of your term paper,

Sunday October 12


Present an outline and a bibliography of your paper

Sunday October 19- December 14
Paper presentations

Sunday November 30
                        Hand in final version of your term paper,

Sunday December 14                         Hand in your comprehensive report.

-

Schedule of courses  and recommended readings:

You are expected to read at least one of the suggested readings for each lecture. You are encouraged to lead the discussion of at least one topic by undertaking an oral presentation of the topic of the lecture, ,offering critical remarks, and proposing major points for the discussion. Your participation in this exercise would be rewarded by a good grade.

 Articles would be made available at the library in a set of readings for this course. Books available at the library would be set aside as library reserve




Recommended General Readings

Chase Anthony and Amr Hamzawy.Human Rights in the Arab World.Independent Voices.Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.2006.

Tschirgi, Dan. ed. Human Rights  “ Egypt and the Arab World” Cairo papers in Social Science.  Cairo: American University in Cairo.Vol17, Monograph 3, Fall 1994.

I-Introductory lecture: Sunday September 7
The problematic of human rights in the Arab world,

Definition of a right and human rights,

Human rights regimes,

Regional regimes of human rights:

Is there an Arab human rights regime?

Reading:

Donnelly, Jack. Universal  Human Rights. Ithaca and London. Cornell University Press.Pp.9-45.
II- An Arab concept of human rights? Sunday September 14
Readings:

Anthony Chase:"Human Rights and Agency in the Arab World" Pp.1-20.
Amr Hamzawy. "Globalization and Human Rights: On A Current Debate among Arab Intellectuals"Pp.61-53.

.
Draft Arab Charter of Human Rights,

Cairo Declaration of Human Rights in Islam,

Assignment: Compare to UN Covenants on human rights.

III- Human Rights’ debate in the Arab world: Sunday September 21

-Islam and Human Rights,


-Views of the Arab movement of human rights.

Readings:

Combine one article from  A with one or two articles from B

A:

Brown,Chris."Universal Human Rights: A Critique"

Parekh,Bhikhu"Non-Ethnocentric Universalism" in Dunne <Tim and Nicholas J.Wheeler.Human Right in Global Politics..Cambridge and London.Cambridge University Press. 1999.Pp.103-159.

B:Anthony Chase: "The Tail and the Dog:Constructing Islam and Human Rights in Political Context"  Chase & Hamzawy. Pp.21-36
Bahey el-Din Hassan. "The Question of Human Rights Ethics: Defending the Islamists" Ibid. Pp.36-48.
Mayor, Ann. Islam And Human Rights: Tradition And Politics. 1995.Chapter 3, Pp.37-59
Documents on political reform in Arab countries:
Alexandrai Document,

The Second Independence.

To be found in Chase and Hamzawy. Pp.201-236
The Muslim Brothers Platform on Reform in Egypt.To be found on the site of Muslim Brothers.www.Ikhwanonline.com
UNDP. Arab Human Development Report. 2002.Chapter 2.

IV-The Human Rights situation in the Arab world. Sunday October 12

General:

Read  any of the most recent reports of the Arab Human Rights Organization, Human 

Rights Watch , Amnesty International or the US Department of State on the  human rights situation in Arab countries. Visit website of these organizations and the State Department.

Required reading:

The Arab Human Rights'Organization. The Report of the Arab Human Rights' Organization on the State of Human Rights in Arab Countries.Introduction.

UNDP. Arab Human Development Report. 2004. Part I, chapter 2.

V-The situation with respect to specific rights: Sunday October 19

Freedoms of Conscience and Belief and of Expression

Required readings:
AHRO.chapter on Freedom of Opinion.

Write two pages on any of the following cases, together with a review of the relevant chapter in the report of the Arab Human Rights Organization.
: Cases of Nasr Hamed Abou Zeid , Nawal El-Sa’dawi. Farag Fouda, Naguib Mahfouz and Yusuf Shaheen in Egypt , assassinationed Algerian intellectuals and Marcel Khalifa in Lebanon 

VI-Freedom of association Sunday  October 26
A similar exercise: Combine the required reading with a comment on any of the following cases:

, 

Required reading:
Relevant chapters in the most recent report of the AHRO.

The Case of the Front of Islamic Salvation in Algeria and islamist 

organizations in Egypt and Tunisia.

Reading:
Al-Sayyid,Mustapha Kamel.The other face of the Islamist movement.Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Washington.2003.

VI-women rights: Sunday November 2
Readings:

Combine the chapters from Nawal Sa'dawi's book together with any of the other readings:

Required:
Sa'dawi,Nawal.The Hidden Face of Eve: Women in the Arab world.Translated and edited by Sherif Hetata.London,New York: Zed Press.1980. Part IV,Pp.169-211.
Choose any of the following:

Zuhur,Sherifa.Revealing reveiling:Islamist gender ideology in contemporary Egypt ,Albany,N.Y.: State University of New York.Ch.1, Pp.1-17.
Moghadam,Valentine M."Women, Citizenship and Civil Society in the Arab World"
In Chase and Hamzawy. Op.cit.Pp.89-106.

United Nations Development Program. Arab Human Development Report.Towards the Rise of Women in the Arab World. 2005.UNDP.New York.2002.Chapter 4.Internet source.
VII-Minority rights: Sunday November 9
Readings:

Required:
AHRO. 2007. Chapter on Minority rights.

Any of the following:.

Bengio,Ofra and Gabriel Ben-Dor. Minorities and State in the Arab World.Boulder:Lynne Rienner Publishers,1999. Pp.ch.1-pp.1-28
Hourani,Albert. Minorities in the Arab world. New York: AMS Press. 1982. Introduction and conclusions. “ Library reserve”
Case study: The situation in Darfour: General debate.
.

VIII-The situation of economic and ,social and cultural rights: Sunday  November 16
 United Nations Development  Program . Arab Human Development Report,2002.New York: Oxford University Press. Chapters 3, 4, and 6.

AHRO. 2007.Relevant chapters.
IX-Peoples Rights: Sunday November 16
Readings:

Combine Falk's chapter with any of the the other readings for this week.

Falk,Richard."Revisiting the Right to Self-Determination" in Richard A. Falk.Human Rights Horizons. The Pursuit of Justice in a Globalizing World. New York and London: Routledge. 2000. Pp.97-126.

AHRO. 2007.Relevant chapters.

Abu-Eid,Abdallah M. The International Community and the Occupied Territories: the legal obligation to protect the Palestinian civil population. Louvain –la –Neuve: Centre d’études et de recherches sur le monde arabe.. contemporain,1991.21p.

X-Methods of protection of human rights: and the Arab human rights movement: Sunday November 23
Readings:

Required:

Megally,Hanny."Human Rights in the Arab World: Reflections on Challenges Facing the Arab Human Rights Activism" in Chase and Hamzawy. Pp.107-113.

Moustafa,Tamir. "Got Rights?. Public Interest Litigation and the Egyptian Human Rights Movement" in Chase and Hamzawy. Pp.153-173.

Optional:

Constitutions of a sample of Arab countries: Internet. Constitutions of the World. 

Boyle, K. & A. Sharif (Ed). Human Rights And Democracy: The Role Of The Supreme Constitutional Court of Egypt, 1996. Pp.37-60.
Harvard Human Rights Program-Center for the Study of Developing Countries of Cairo University.International Aspects of the Arab Human Rights Movement. HRP-CSDC.Cairo & Cambridge,2000, Sessions 2,3.Pp.14-45..

.

XI-The world community and human rights in the Arab world:

Sunday  November 30
Required:
Mazrui,Ali. “Islamic and Western Values" Foreign Affairs. September-October 1997.pp.118-131.

Any of the following:

MacMillan,John and Alexander Danchev.The Iraq War and democratic politics.London,New York:Routledge.2005.Read chapters by John MacMillan and Dan Keohane. Chs.1,2.Pp.1-34.
Awad, Ibrahim. “The External Relations of the Arab Human Rights Movement” .Arab Studies Quarterly.op.cit.pp59-76

XII- Implications of continued violations of human rights in the Arab world, Causes of violations and future prospects: 

Sunday December 7
A-Causes:

Historical perspective,

-nature of political regimes,

-level of socio-economic development,

-conservative political culture?

-lack of international support for the human rights cause in the Arab world.

-“Ideological warfare” among Arab intellectuals?

A-Impact:

------------

1-Psychological impact,

2-Impact on rationality of decision –making,

3-Impact on political participation,

4-Impact on legitimacy of political regimes,

5-Impact on economic development,

6- Vulnerability to foreign intervention.

Reading:

Readings:

Any of the chapters by John Waterbury , Jean Leca and Galal Sadeq Al-Azm in Ghassan Salame,ed. Democracy without Democrats: The Renewal of Politics in the Muslim 

World. London. IB Taurus. Library reserve, Introduction and Ch.1, Pp.1-47.
Debate and concluding remarks. 

Office hour:

3.00-4.00  Sunday and Wednesday,

E-mail: mustapha@aucegypt.edu
Office : 2028 New Campus.
Suggested topics for your term paper:

-Arab countries and the international bill of rights: A study of non-adherhece and reservations.

-Is there an Arab human rights’ regime? What type of a regime.

-The case of an Arab concept of human rights.

-Islamic views on human rights: Unity or diversity?

-Freedom of association and political systems in the Arab world: a study of a selective group of countries.

-Freedom of speech in Arab countries viewed within a state-society perspective.

Women empowerment in Arab countries:myth or reality?

-Legal protection of human rights. The case of the Egyptian Supreme Constitutional Court.

-The right to self-determination in the Arab world. Who is claiming it? Who should exercise it.?

-Assessment of the performance of Arab human rights movements? Whom to blame: the activists, the ruling regimes or the masses?

-Humanitarian intervention and human rights in the Arab world: Are there double standards?

-Major powers and the human rights situation in Arab countries.

-Violations of human rights and political legitimacy: selected cases.
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